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1
BATTERY CELL OF ASYMMETRIC
STRUCTURE AND BATTERY PACK
EMPLOYED WITH THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a divisional of U.S. application
Ser. No. 13/836,551 filed Mar. 15, 2013, which is a con-
tinuation of International Application No. PCT/KR2013/
002135 filed on Mar. 15, 2013, which claims priority from
Korean Application Nos. 10-2012-0026846 filed Mar. 16,
2012 and 10-2012-0127724 filed on Nov. 12, 2012, the
disclosures of which are hereby incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a battery cell of an
asymmetric structure and a battery pack including the same
and, more particularly, to a battery cell configured to have a
structure in which an electrode assembly including a sepa-
rator disposed between a cathode and an anode is mounted
in a battery case, wherein an asymmetric structure with
respect to a central axis crossing the electrode assembly in
plane is formed at a portion of at least one side of the
electrode assembly constituting the outer circumference of
the electrode assembly, and a battery pack including the
same.

BACKGROUND ART

As mobile devices have been increasingly developed, and
the demand for such mobile devices has increased, the
demand for secondary batteries has also sharply increased.
Among such secondary batteries is a lithium secondary
battery exhibiting high energy density and operating voltage
and excellent charge retention and service-life characteris-
tics, which has been widely used as an energy source for
various electronic products as well as mobile devices.

Based on the appearance thereof, a lithium secondary
battery may be classified as a cylindrical battery, a prismatic
battery or a pouch-shaped battery. Based on the kind of an
electrolyte, a lithium secondary battery may also be classi-
fied as a lithium-ion battery, a lithium-ion polymer battery or
a lithium polymer battery.

A recent trend in the miniaturization of mobile devices
has increased the demand for a prismatic battery or a
pouch-shaped battery, which has a small thickness. In par-
ticular, much interest is currently focused on such a pouch-
shaped battery because it is easy to modify the shape of the
pouch-shaped battery, the manufacturing cost of the pouch-
shaped battery is low, and the pouch-shaped battery is
lightweight.

Generally, a pouch-shaped battery is a battery having an
electrode assembly and an electrolyte in a pouch-shaped
battery case, formed of a laminate sheet including a resin
layer and a metal layer, in a sealed state. The electrode
assembly mounted in the battery case is configured in a
jelly-roll (wound) type structure, a stacked type structure or
a combination (stacked/folded) type structure.

FIG. 1 is a view typically showing the structure of a
pouch-shaped secondary battery including a stacked type
electrode assembly.

Referring to FIG. 1, a pouch-shaped secondary battery 10
is configured to have a structure in which an electrode
assembly 30, including cathodes, anodes and separators

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

disposed respectively between the cathodes and the anodes,
is mounted in a pouch-shaped battery case 20 in a sealed
state such that a cathode lead 40 and an anode lead 41
electrically connected to cathode tabs 31 and anode tabs 32
of the electrode assembly 30 are exposed to the outside.

The battery case 20 includes a case body 21 having a
depressed receiving part 23, in which the electrode assembly
30 is located, and a cover 22 integrally connected to the case
body 21.

The battery case 20 is formed of a laminate sheet includ-
ing an outer resin layer 20A constituting the outermost
portion of the laminate sheet, an isolation metal layer 20B to
prevent penetration of materials, and an inner resin layer
20C for sealing.

The cathode tabs 31 and the anode tabs 32 of the stacked
type electrode assembly 30 are respectively coupled to the
electrode leads 40 and 41 by welding. In addition, insulative
films 50 are attached to the top and bottom of each of the
electrode leads 40 and 41 to prevent the occurrence of a
short circuit between a thermal welding device (not shown)
and the electrode leads 40 and 41 and to achieve sealing
between the electrode leads 40 and 41 and the battery case
20 when the upper end 24 of the case body 21 and the upper
end of the cover 22 are thermally welded to each other using
the thermal welding device.

In recent years, however, a new type of battery cell is
required in accordance with a slim type design trend or
various other design trends.

In addition, the above-mentioned battery cells are con-
figured to have the same size or the same capacity to
constitute a battery pack. For this reason, in order to manu-
facture a lightweight and thin battery pack in consideration
of the design of a device, to which the battery pack is
applied, it is necessary to reduce the capacity of the battery
pack or modify the design of the device so that the size of
the device is increased. Furthermore, electrical connection is
complicated during modification of the design of the device,
and therefore, it is difficult to manufacture a battery pack
satisfying desired conditions.

Therefore, there is a high necessity for a battery cell that
can be used depending upon the shape of a device, to which
a battery pack is applied, while maintaining the capacity of
the battery pack, and a battery pack including the same.

DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

Therefore, the present invention has been made to solve
the above problems, and other technical problems that have
yet to be resolved.

Specifically, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a battery cell having an asymmetric structure.

It is another object of the present invention to provide a
battery cell manufacturing method that is capable of manu-
facturing the battery cell.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a
battery pack including the battery cell so that the battery
pack can be variously constructed based on the design of a
device, in which the battery pack is installed.

Technical Solution

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention,
the above and other objects can be accomplished by the
provision of a battery cell configured to have a structure in
which an electrode assembly including a separator disposed
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between a cathode and an anode is mounted in a battery case,
wherein an asymmetric structure with respect to a central
axis crossing the electrode assembly in plane is formed at a
portion of at least one side of the electrode assembly
constituting the outer circumference of the electrode assem-
bly.

The battery cell according to the present invention is
formed so as to correspond to the design of a device to which
the battery cell of the asymmetric structure is applied, and
therefore, it is possible for the battery cell to be flexibly used
s0 as to correspond to various shapes of the device while
providing large capacity.

In a concrete example, the battery case may be formed of
a laminate sheet including an outer resin layer constituting
the outermost portion of the laminate sheet, an isolation
metal layer to prevent penetration of materials, and an inner
resin layer for scaling.

The battery cell according to the present invention may
generally be configured to have a plate-shaped battery cell
structure in which both electrode terminals are located at one
side thereof, at opposite sides thereof, or at one side and a
neighboring side thereof, i.e. a thin rectangular parallelepi-
ped structure. The electrode assembly may be configured so
that the outer circumference of the electrode assembly has
four sides in plane. Preferably, the asymmetric structure
includes a curved portion.

For example, the curved portion may be formed at least
one of the four sides of the electrode assembly in plane. In
this case, the curved portion may be formed at each opposite
lateral side adjacent to the side (upper end side) at which
electrode tabs are formed, at the upper end side or a lower
end side, or at only one of the opposite lateral sides.

Specifically, the curved portion may include one or more
successive arcs. In a concrete example, each of the arcs is
curved toward an outside of the battery cell in a convex
form.

In addition, the curved portion is an arc having a radius
equivalent to 10 to 200% of a longer side of the electrode
assembly. If the radius is too small, it may be difficult to
manufacture the battery cell. On the other hand, if the radius
is too large, it may be difficult to provide effects based on
formation of the curved portion.

In the above structure, the curved portion may have
various shapes. For example, the curved portion may be
formed in the shape of a single arc having a given radius and
center. Alternatively, the curved portion may be formed in
the shape of two or more successive arcs having different
radii and/or arc centers.

Specifically, in the curved portion including two or more
successive arcs, the arcs constituting the curved portion are
preferably configured such that the radius of each of the arcs
is continuously decreased in one direction.

Meanwhile, the battery case may be configured to have a
structure in which the inside of the battery case corresponds
to the curved portion. Preferably, the curved portion of the
inside of the battery case is formed by modifying the battery
case. Also, it is not necessary for the curved portion of the
battery case to have a shape and size fully coinciding with
the shape and size of the curved portion of the electrode
assembly. The shape and size of the curved portion of the
battery case is not restricted so long as the curved portion of
the battery case can prevent the occurrence of an internal
short circuit due to movement of the electrode assembly.

In another concrete example, the battery case may be
configured to have a structure in which the outside of the
battery case corresponds to the curved portion. Specifically,
the battery case may be configured to have a structure in
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which the outside of the battery case corresponds to the
shape of the asymmetric electrode assembly having a deflec-
tion part formed at one side thereof.

Consequently, the battery cell including the battery case
having the structure as described above may be manufac-
tured based on various shapes of devices. In addition, the
battery cell according to the present invention includes the
outside corresponding to various shapes of devices, and
therefore, the battery cell can be stably mounted in the
respective devices.

The battery cell may be, for example, a pouch-shaped
battery cell configured to have a structure in which the
electrode assembly is mounted in a pouch-shaped battery
case. However, the battery cell according to the present
invention is not limited to the pouch-shaped battery cell.

Specifically, the pouch-shaped battery cell may be con-
figured to have a structure in which an electrode assembly of
a structure including a cathode, an anode, and a separator
disposed between the cathode and the anode is mounted in
a battery case formed of a laminate sheet including a resin
layer and a metal layer in a state in which the electrode
assembly is connected to electrode terminals protruding
outward from the battery case.

Preferably, the battery cell is a lithium ion battery or a
lithium ion polymer battery. However, the battery cell
according to the present invention is not limited to the
lithium ion battery or the lithium ion polymer battery.

In accordance with another aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a battery cell manufacturing method
to manufacture the battery cell with the above-stated con-
struction.

The battery cell manufacturing method according to the
present invention may include cutting a laminate sheet
including a metal layer and a resin layer into an unfolded
battery case form to prepare a battery case sheet, folding the
battery case sheet with respect to a symmetrical axis to form
a folded portion, applying external force to the folded
portion from an inside to an outside of the folded portion to
form a curved portion corresponding to a deflection part of
one side of an electrode assembly, applying external force to
an inside of the battery case sheet to form a receiving part,
placing the asymmetric electrode assembly having the
deflection part at one side thereof in the receiving part, and
hermetically sealing the battery case sheet.

In the battery cell manufactured using the above method,
the outside of the battery case corresponding to the curved
portion may have a thickness less than that of a sealed
portion of the battery case. Specifically, the outside of the
battery case may have a thickness equivalent to 50 to 90%
that of the sealed portion of the battery case.

In a concrete example, the unfolded battery case form is
not particularly restricted so long as the shape of the battery
case can be formed from the unfolded battery case form
using the above method. Preferably, the unfolded battery
case form corresponds to the shape of the battery case.

In addition, methods of applying the external force are not
particularly restricted so long as a structure corresponding to
the deflection part formed at one side of the asymmetric
electrode assembly can be formed at the battery case.
Preferably, the external force is applied using a deep draw-
ing method.

In the battery cell manufacturing method according to the
present invention, an asymmetric part of the battery case is
formed using external force. As compared with the conven-
tional battery case, therefore, the number of sides of the
battery case to be sealed is reduced.
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Specifically, the sealing is achieved using a thermal
welding method. After the electrode assembly is placed in
the battery case, the battery case is hermetically sealed. Also,
it is necessary for the sides of the battery case sealed using
the thermal welding method to have a width greater than that
of those of the battery case formed using the deep drawing
method.

In the battery cell manufacturing method according to the
present invention, the number of the sealed sides of the
battery case is reduced. As compared with the conventional
battery case, therefore, it is possible to achieve a more stable
sealing effect.

According to circumstances, the sides of the battery case
formed using the deep drawing method may not be sealed
using the thermal welding method. In this case, it is not
necessary to provide the sides of the battery case formed
using the deep drawing method with an additional width for
thermal welding. Consequently, it is possible to manufacture
a battery cell having a more compact structure.

In addition, the asymmetric part is located at one of the
sides of the battery case formed using the deep drawing
method, and therefore, it is possible to configure a battery
case having a structure in which the outside of the battery
case corresponds to the structure of the asymmetric elec-
trode assembly. Consequently, the battery cell may flexibly
correspond to various structures of devices and may be more
stably mounted in the devices.

In accordance with a further aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a battery pack including the battery
cell with the above-stated construction, wherein the battery
cell includes two or more battery cells.

In the battery pack according to the present invention, the
battery cells may be electrically connected to each other in
various manners according to the specifications of a device,
to which the battery pack is applied. For example, the battery
cells may be arranged vertically and/or horizontally.

In a concrete example, the vertically arranged (stacked)
battery cells may have curved portions formed at the same
position thereof.

In another concrete example, the horizontally arranged
battery cells may have curved portions formed at outermost
sides thereof, which are opposite to each other.

That is, the installation space of a conventional battery
pack configured to have a rectangular parallelepiped struc-
ture is greatly limited and cannot be standardized due to
installation position, shape and the like of a battery cell in
consideration of a recent trend for various designs. On the
other hand, the battery pack according to the present inven-
tion has a large capacity to size ratio, is formed in a novel
shape, and can be very flexibly disposed, thereby solving the
above problems.

In accordance with a further aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a device including the battery pack
with the above-stated construction as a power source.

A concrete example of the device, in which the battery
pack according to the present invention can be used, may be
selected from among a mobile phone, a portable computer,
a smart phone, a smart pad, a netbook computer, a light
electric vehicle (LEV), an electric vehicle, a hybrid electric
vehicle, a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle and a power storage
device, to which, however, the present invention is not
limited.

The structure of the device and a method of manufactur-
ing the device are well known in the art to which the present
invention pertains, and therefore, a detailed description
thereof will be omitted.
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Advantageous Effects

As is apparent from the above description, the battery cell
according to the present invention is configured to have a
structure in which a curved portion providing an asymmetric
structure is formed at a portion of at least one side of the
electrode assembly constituting the outer circumference of
the electrode assembly.

Consequently, it is possible to provide a battery cell
having a flexible shape based on the design of a device
during construction of a battery pack and having a compact
structure that can be stably mounted in the device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and other advan-
tages of the present invention will be more clearly under-
stood from the following detailed description taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a conventional
battery cell;

FIG. 2 is a plan view showing a battery cell according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2A is a perspective view showing an electrode
assembly of the battery cell of FIG. 2;

FIG. 3 is a plan view showing a battery pack according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 4 and 5 are plan views showing battery cells
according to other embodiments of the present invention;

FIGS. 6 and 6A to 6F are typical views showing a battery
cell manufacturing method according to the present inven-
tion:

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing a battery cell having tabs
formed at different positions according to the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 8A to 8C are views respectively showing the
bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode assembly
according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 9A to 9C are views respectively showing the
bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode assembly
according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 10A to 10C are views respectively showing the
bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode assembly
according to a further embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a view showing the structure of a first electrode
group according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a view showing the structure of a second
electrode group according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 13 is a typical view showing a stacked type electrode
assembly according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 14 is a typical view showing a fixing structure of the
first electrode group of FIG. 11; and

FIG. 15 is a view showing a process of manufacturing a
first electrode group according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Now, exemplary embodiments of the present invention
will be described in detail with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings. It should be noted, however, that the scope
of the present invention is not limited by the illustrated
embodiments.
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FIG. 2 is a plan view typically showing a battery cell
according to an embodiment of the present invention and
FIG. 2A is a perspective view typically showing an electrode
assembly of the battery cell of FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 2, a battery cell 100 is a battery cell
configured to have a structure in which an electrode assem-
bly 110 of a structure including a cathode, an anode, and a
separator disposed between the cathode and the anode is
mounted in a battery case 120. Generally, the battery cell
100 is configured to have a quadrangular plate-shaped
structure in plane. That is, the battery cell 100 is configured
to have a thin rectangular parallelepiped structure. A curved
portion 130 providing an asymmetric structure is formed at
a portion of one side 111 of the electrode assembly 110
constituting the outer circumference of the electrode assem-
bly 110. The battery cell 100 includes a plurality of plate-
shaped electrodes 112 including at least one cathode and at
least one anode, which are separated from each other by a
separator. The electrodes 112 are stacked along a vertical
axis 113 extending upward from the bottom of the electrode
assembly 110.

Each of the plate-shaped electrodes 112 has an asymmet-
ric structure. The periphery or the outer circumference of
each of the electrodes 112 is asymmetric in plane. The
asymmetry is defined with respect to a vertical plane 114 of
each of the electrodes 112.

Specifically, the curved portion 130 includes one or more
arcs and, and each of the arcs is curved toward the outside
of the electrode assembly 110 in a convex form. The curved
portion 130 is configured to have a predetermined radius
with respect to a width S or length L. of the electrode
assembly 110. In the drawing, the curved portion 130
includes two or more arcs having different radii and centers,
and the radii of the arcs are continuously decreased in one
direction. Alternatively, the curved portion 130 may be
formed in the shape of a single arc having one radius and
center.

Preferably, the curved portions 130 of the electrodes 112
overlap each other.

The battery case 120 is configured to have a structure in
which the inside of the battery case 120 corresponds to the
curved portion 130.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the battery cell 100 may be
manufactured by placing the electrode assembly 110 in the
battery case 120 such that the curved portion 130 of the
electrodes 112 corresponds to a portion of one side 111 of the
battery case 120 constituting the outer circumference of the
battery case 120, impregnating the electrode assembly 110
with an electrolyte, and hermetically sealing the battery case
120 according to the conventional manufacturing method of
FIG. 1. In this case, a receiving part (not shown) of the
battery case 120 is formed so as to correspond to the curved
portion 130 of the electrode assembly 110.

FIG. 3 is a plan view typically showing a battery pack
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3 together with FIG. 2, a battery pack
200 is configured to have a structure in which battery cells
100 and 100" of the battery pack 200 are arranged horizon-
tally, and the battery cells 100 and 100' are mounted in a
pack case (not shown) formed in a shape corresponding to
the horizontal arrangement of the battery cells 100 and 100'.

Specifically, horizontally arranged battery cells 100 and
100" have curved portions 130 and 130" formed at outermost
sides thereof, which are opposite to each other.

That is, it is possible for the battery pack according to the
present invention to be very flexibly disposed in correspon-
dence to devices having various shapes.
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FIGS. 4 and 5 are plan views typically showing battery
cells according to other embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

Referring to FIG. 4, a battery cell 300 is a battery cell
configured to have a structure in which an electrode assem-
bly 310 of a structure including a cathode, an anode, and a
separator disposed between the cathode and the anode is
mounted in a pouch-shaped battery case 320. Generally, the
battery cell 300 is configured to have a plate-shaped struc-
ture in plane. A pair of electrode terminals may be formed
at one side of the battery cell. The electrode terminals may
be formed at opposite sides of the battery cell. Alternatively,
one of the electrode terminals may be formed at one side of
the battery cell and the other electrode terminal may be
formed at another side adjacent to one side of the battery
cell.

The electrode assembly 310 is configured to have a
structure including a cathode, an anode, and a separator
disposed between the cathode and the anode. The electrode
assembly 310 may be a stacked type electrode assembly,
which is manufactured by sequentially stacking a cathode
sheet, a separator, and an anode sheet such that the separator
is disposed between the cathode sheet and the anode sheet,
a wound type electrode assembly, which is manufactured by
sequentially stacking a sheet type cathode, a sheet type
separator, and a sheet type anode and winding the sheet type
cathode, the sheet type separator, and the sheet type anode
such that the sheet type separator is disposed between the
sheet type cathode and the sheet type anode, or a combina-
tion (stacked/folded) type electrode assembly, which is
manufactured by arranging one or more polarized bodies
selected from a group consisting of a cathode sheet, an
anode sheet, and a stacked type electrode assembly on a
sheet type separator and winding or folding the sheet type
separator. The stacked/folded type electrode assembly may
be manufactured using two or more sheet type separation
sheets.

The stacked type electrode assembly may include a first
unit cell configured to have a structure in which a cathode
plate, an anode plate, and separator plates are laminated
while being stacked such that the cathode plate or the anode
plate and one of the separator plates are located at the
outermost sides of the stacked type electrode assembly.

In addition, the stacked type eclectrode assembly may
include a second unit cell configured to have a structure in
which a cathode plate, an anode plate, and separator plates
are laminated while being stacked such that the separator
plates are located at the outermost sides of the stacked type
electrode assembly.

For example, the first unit cell may be configured to have
a structure in which a cathode plate, a separator plate, an
anode plate, and a separator plate are laminated while being
sequentially stacked or a structure in which an anode plate,
a separator plate, a cathode plate, and a separator plate are
laminated while being sequentially stacked.

The stacked type electrode assembly may include a third
unit cell configured to have a structure in which a cathode
plate, an anode plate, and a separator plate are laminated
while being stacked in a state in which the separator plate is
disposed between the cathode plate and the anode plate such
that the cathode plate and the anode plate are located at the
outermost sides of the stacked type electrode assembly.

The stacked type electrode assembly may include a fourth
unit cell configured to have a structure in which a cathode
plate or an anode plate and a separator plate are laminated
while being stacked.
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The stacked type electrode assembly may be configured to
have a structure in which only first unit cells are stacked, a
structure in which only second unit cells are stacked, a
structure in which only third unit cells are stacked, a
structure in which only fourth unit cells are stacked, or a
structure in which the first, second, third, and fourth unit
cells are combined.

The stacked type electrode assembly may be configured to
have a structure in which only the first unit cells are stacked.

The second unit cell may be stacked at the uppermost end
or the lowermost end of the first unit cell.

In the structure in which only the second unit cells are
stacked, a cathode plate or an anode plate may be disposed
between the second unit cells.

A fixing member to more securely maintain the stack
structure of the cathode plate, the separator plate, and the
anode plate may be added to the first unit cell to the fourth
unit cell.

The fixing member may be an additional external member
different from the first unit cell to the fourth unit cell. The
fixing member may be an adhesive tape or a bonding tape to
cover a portion or the entirety of the outside of each unit cell.

The outside of each unit cell may include sides, a top, a
front, and a rear.

Ends of the separator plate may extend such that the
separator plate has a length larger than the size of the
cathode plate and the anode plate, i.e. the horizontal length
or the vertical length. The extending ends of the separator
may be connected to each other by thermal welding.

The fixing member may be a portion of the separator plate
constituting the first unit cell to the fourth unit cell. In this
case, the ends of the separator plate may be thermally
welded to fix the first unit cell to the fourth unit cell.
However, the present invention is not limited thereto.

The fixing member may include all members that are
capable of fixing the first unit cell or the second unit cell.

In a case in which the stacked type unit cell is configured
to include the first unit cell and the second unit cell, it
possible to improve productivity and yield as compared with
the stacked type electrode assembly configured to have a
structure in which the cathode plate, the anode plate, and the
separator plate are simply stacked.

In addition, the cathode plate, the separator plate, and the
anode plate are laminated in unit of the first unit cell, and
therefore, it is possible to minimize expansion in volume of
the stacked type electrode assembly due to swelling.

In a case in which the stacked type electrode assembly is
configured to include the first unit cell and the second unit
cell, misalignment of the electrode assembly caused during
a folding process is prevented and omission of processing
equipment is possible. Also, it is possible to form the first
unit cell or the second unit cell using only one laminator. In
addition, it is possible to manufacture the stacked type
electrode assembly by simple stacking. Consequently, dam-
age to electrodes caused during the folding process may be
reduced and electrolyte wettability may be improved. Fur-
thermore, a single-sided organic and inorganic composite
separator, e.g. a safety reinforced separator (SRS), may be
used as the separator plate exposed outside. Consequently,
cell thickness may be decreased and, at the same time,
processing cost may be reduced.

A curved portion 330 providing an asymmetric structure
is formed at a portion of one side 311 of the electrode
assembly 310 constituting the outer circumference of the
electrode assembly 310.

The battery case 320 is configured to have a structure in
which the inside of the battery case 320 corresponds to the

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

curved portion 330. In addition, the battery case 320 is
configured to have a structure in which the outside 321 of the
battery case 320 corresponds to the curved portion 330. The
battery cell 300 with the above-stated construction is iden-
tical in structure to the battery cell 100 of FIG. 2 except for
the outside 321 of the battery case 320, and therefore, a
detailed description thereof will be omitted.

The battery cell 300 may be manufactured by placing the
electrode assembly 310 in the battery case 320 such that the
curved portion 330 of the electrode assembly 310 corre-
sponds to a portion of one side 311 of the battery case 320
constituting the outer circumference of the battery case 320,
impregnating the electrode assembly 310 with an electro-
lyte, and hermetically sealing the battery case 320 according
to the conventional manufacturing method of FIG. 1. In the
same manner as the receiving part (not shown) of the battery
case 120 of FIG. 2, a receiving part (not shown) of the
battery case 320 is formed so as to correspond to the curved
portion 330 of the electrode assembly 310. After the battery
case 320 is hermetically sealed, the outside 321 of the
battery case 320 may be formed through a process of cutting
the battery case 320 so that the outside of the battery case
320 corresponds to the curved portion 330.

Referring to FIG. 5, a battery cell 400 is a battery cell
configured to have a structure in which an electrode assem-
bly 410 of a structure including a cathode, an anode, and a
separator disposed between the cathode and the anode is
mounted in a pouch-shaped battery case 420. Generally, the
battery cell 400 is configured to have a plate-shaped struc-
ture in plane.

A curved portion 430 providing an asymmetric structure
is formed at neighboring first and second sides 411 and 412
of the electrode assembly 410 constituting the outer circum-
ference of the electrode assembly 410.

The battery case 420 is configured to have a structure in
which the inside of the battery case 420 corresponds to the
curved portion 430. In addition, the battery case 420 is
configured to have a structure in which the outside 421 of the
battery case 420 corresponds to the curved portion 430. The
battery cell 400 with the above-stated construction is iden-
tical to what was described with reference to FIG. 2.

The plate-shaped battery cell 100 according to the present
invention is configured such that the surface area of one
electrode is smaller than that of another electrode.

FIGS. 8A to 8C are typical views respectively showing
the bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode assembly
according to another embodiment of the present invention,
FIGS. 9A to 9C are typical views respectively showing the
bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode assembly
according to another embodiment of the present invention,
and FIGS. 10A to 10C are typical views respectively show-
ing the bottom, the end, and the side of an electrode
assembly according to a further embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring first to FIGS. 8A to 8C, an electrode assembly
210 includes electrodes 212a, 212b, 212¢, and 212d. The
electrodes 212a, 212b, 212¢, and 2124 are sequentially
stacked such that the surface areas of the electrodes 212a,
2125, 212¢, and 212d are gradually decreased from the top
to the bottom of the electrode assembly 210. In other words,
the electrodes 212a, 2125, 212¢, and 212d are sequentially
stacked such that the surface areas of the electrodes 212a,
212b, 212¢, and 212d are gradually increased from the
bottom to the top of the electrode assembly 210. Referring
to FIG. 8A, which shows the bottom of the electrode
assembly 210, a portion of the electrode 212a is exposed
from the rear (or the front) of the electrode 21254, from which
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the change in surface area of the electrodes can be seen. This
relationship may be equally applied to successive pairs of
electrodes 212. As shown in FIG. 8A, corners of the elec-
trodes opposite to the corners having asymmetric portions
are similar and are arranged in the vertical direction of the
electrode assembly 210. According to the present invention,
other asymmetric portions may be formed at other areas of
the electrode assembly 210.

FIG. 8B shows the electrode assembly 210 based on a
vertical section 8B-8B, from which it can be seen that the
electrodes 212 have the same width. FIG. 8C shows the
electrode assembly 210 based on a vertical section 8C-8C,
from which it can be seen that the electrodes 212 have
different lengths.

The electrodes 212a to 2124 have the maximum lengths
215a to 215d. The maximum lengths 2154 to 215d are
shown from the vertical plane of the electrode assembly 210
in the horizontal direction. The maximum lengths 2154 to
215d of the successively stacked electrodes 212a to 2124 are
configured such that the maximum lengths 215a to 2154 are
decreased along a vertical axis in the direction in which the
stacked electrodes 212a to 212d are gradually distant from
a cover.

An electrode assembly including electrodes 312a to 3124
is shown in FIGS. 9A to 9C. Similarly to the electrodes 212a
to 212d, the electrodes 312a to 3124 are sequentially stacked
such that the surface areas of the electrodes 312a to 3124 are
gradually decreased from the top to the bottom of the
electrode assembly 310.

The electrodes 312a to 3124 have the maximum widths
315a to 315d. As shown in the vertical plane 114 of FIG. 2,
the maximum widths 315a to 3154 are formed in the
direction perpendicular to the vertical plane of the electrode
assembly 310. The maximum lengths 315a to 3154 of the
successively stacked electrodes 3124 to 3124 are configured
such that the maximum lengths 2154 to 2154 are decreased
along a vertical axis in the direction in which the stacked
electrodes 312a to 3124 are gradually distant from a cover.

Referring first to FIGS. 10A to 10C, an electrode assem-
bly 410 includes electrodes 4124 to 412d. The arrangement
of the electrodes 412a to 412d is similar to that of the
electrodes 212a to 2124 and the electrodes 3124 to 3124 in
that the surface areas of the sequentially stacked electrodes
412a to 412d are gradually decreased from the top to the
bottom of the electrode assembly 410. The electrodes 412a
to 4124 have the maximum lengths and the maximum
widths, which are related to the electrode assemblies 210
and 310. The maximum lengths and the maximum widths of
the successively stacked electrodes 412a to 412d are con-
figured such that the maximum lengths 215a to 2154 are
decreased along a vertical axis in the direction in which the
stacked electrodes 412a to 412d are gradually distant from
a cover. The lengths and widths of the electrodes 412 can be
seen from FIGS. 10B and 10C.

In a case in which n electrode groups having different
stack areas are stacked, the stepped structure may have n
steps, where, n is a natural number equal to or greater than
2 and may be properly adjusted in consideration of the
capacity of a device or the curvature of the outside of the
device.

FIGS. 6 and 6A to 6F are typical views showing a battery
cell manufacturing method according to the present inven-
tion.

Referring to these drawings, a battery cell 500 is manu-
factured by cutting an unfolded battery case form 520 from
a laminate sheet (not shown) to manufacture a battery case
550, placing an electrode assembly 561 in the battery case
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550, and sealing the outer circumference of the battery case
550 using a thermal welding method.

The unfolded battery case form 520 is cut from the
laminate sheet (not shown) such that the unfolded battery
case form 520 has a size corresponding to a width W and a
length L. of the finished battery cell 500. Specifically, the
unfolded battery case form 520 includes two unit forms 521
and 522 symmetric with respect to a central axis 523. Each
of the two unit forms 521 and 522 is formed to have a size
corresponding to the width W and the length L of the
finished battery cell 500.

The unfolded battery case form 520 cut from the laminate
sheet (not shown) is folded as indicated by reference
numeral 531 such that the two unit forms 521 and 522
symmetric with respect to the central axis 523 overlap each
other.

External force is applied as indicated by reference
numeral 542 to a folded portion 541 of the folded battery
case form 520 from the inside to the outside of the folded
portion 541 using a deep drawing method to form a curved
portion 543 corresponding to a deflection part of one side of
the electrode assembly 561.

Subsequently, external force is applied as indicated by
reference numeral 551 to the inside of the battery case 550
using the deep drawing method to form a receiving part 552,
and the electrode assembly 561 is placed in the receiving
part 552.

Finally, the outer circumference of the battery case 550 is
hermetically sealed as indicated by reference numeral 562
using a thermal welding method to complete a battery cell
500 including curved portions 543 and 552 and having a
width W and a length L. As previously described, contact
between the upper side outer circumference of the battery
case 550 and the bottom of the laminate sheet is not achieved
due to bending of one side of the battery case 550. Specifi-
cally, the top and the bottom of the laminate sheet do not
contact each other although the top and the bottom of the
laminate sheet are adjacent to each other. The top and the
bottom of the laminate sheet are connected to each other by
welding.

FIG. 7 is a plan view typically showing a battery cell
having tabs formed at different positions according to the
present invention.

The battery cell according to the present invention, the
tabs of which are formed at different positions, is shown in
FIG. 7.

As compared with the battery cell 500 shown in FIG. 6E,
a battery cell 500a of FIG. 7 includes tabs or electrode
terminals located at one side thereof, at which a length L. of
the battery cell 500a is shown. The tabs are located at a
thermally welded portion of the battery cell 500a distant
from a bent part of a curved portion 552a. During manu-
facture of the battery cell 500a, gas may be trapped in the
battery cell 500a before the battery cell 500a is thermally
welded, i.e. in the battery cell 500a which is not sealed.

In a case in which the tabs are located distant from the
bent part of the curved portion, the tabs may be fixed at the
final positions thereof during a folding and deep drawing
process of a battery case. The tabs may be fixed along a
portion of the battery cell 500a which is initially thermally
welded. A portion W of the battery cell 5004 may not be
sealed before a final step. Before sealing the battery cell
500q, undesired gas may be removed through an unsealed
portion of the battery cell 500a. The tabs are preferably
located as shown in FIG. 7. During removal of undesired
gas, direct contact between the gas and the tabs may be
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avoided. Contact between the gas and the tabs may corrode
the tabs, which may deteriorate efficiency of the completed
battery cell 500q.

The tabs of the battery cell may be located at specific
positions based on the final structure of the battery cell and
a method of manufacturing the battery cell having the
maximum efficiency.

As shown in FIG. 11, a first electrode group is configured
to have a structure in which a separator plate 310, a cathode
plate 320, a separator plate 330, and an anode plate 340 are
laminated while being sequentially stacked.

As shown in FIG. 12, a second electrode group is con-
figured to have a structure in which a separator plate 410, an
anode plate 420, and a separator plate 430 are laminated
while being sequentially stacked.

FIG. 13 shows a stacked type electrode assembly config-
ured to have a structure in which the second electrode group
of FIG. 12 is stacked on the uppermost end of a first
electrode group stack constituted by first electrode groups,
one of which is shown in FIG. 11.

FIG. 14 shows an embodiment in which a fixing member
T, is added to the first electrode group of FIG. 11. Specifi-
cally, the fixing member T, is added to the side or the front
of the first electrode group 300.

In order to secure stack stability of a simple stack struc-
ture, an additional fixing member may be added to the side
of the stack structure to fix the stack structure. The fixing
member may be realized as a tape T, surrounding the entire
surface of the first electrode group 300 as shown in FIG.
14(a). Alternatively, the fixing member may be realized as a
fixing member T, to fix only each side of the electrode group
300 as shown in FIG. 14(b).

FIG. 15 is a view typically showing a process of manu-
facturing the first electrode group according to the present
invention.

As shown in FIG. 15, materials for a separator plate 310,
a cathode plate 320, a separator plate 330, and an anode plate
340 are simultaneously loaded (using sheet type loading
units). The material for the cathode plate 320, which is used
as a middle layer, is cut into a designed size and is then
loaded into laminators [, and L,.

Subsequently, the materials for the separator plates 310
and 330, which are disposed under and above the material
for the cathode plate 320, are simultaneously loaded into the
laminators L., and L,. At the same time, the material for the
anode plate 340 is loaded into the laminators [, and L,.

Subsequently, the laminators L., and L, form a structural
body in which the two electrode plates and the two separator
plates are laminated to each other using heat and pressure,
i.e. a first electrode group. Subsequently, a cutter C; cuts the
structural body into a plurality of first electrode groups.
Afterwards, various inspection processes, such as a thick-
ness inspection (a), a vision inspection (b), and a short
circuit inspection (c), may be performed with respect to each
first electrode group.
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Subsequently, each first electrode group manufactured as
described above is fixed using a fixing member, and the first
electrode groups are stacked to constitute a structural body
in which the first electrode groups are stacked. Subse-
quently, the second electrode group shown in FIG. 12 is
stacked on the structural body and then the second electrode
group and the structural body are fixed using a fixing
member, thereby completing a stacked type electrode assem-
bly.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention have been disclosed for illustrative purposes,
those skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifi-
cations, additions and substitutions are possible, without
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention as
disclosed in the accompanying claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of manufacturing a battery cell, the method
comprising the steps of:

cutting a laminate sheet comprising a metal layer and a

resin layer into an unfolded battery case form to
prepare a battery case sheet;

folding the battery case sheet with respect to a symmetri-

cal axis to form a folded portion;

applying external force to the folded portion from an

inside to an outside of the folded portion to form a
curved portion corresponding to a deflection part of one
side of an asymmetric electrode assembly;

applying external force to an inside of the battery case

sheet to form a receiving part;
placing the asymmetric electrode assembly having the
deflection part at one side thereof in the receiving part;

connecting electrode terminals with the electrode assem-
bly, the electrode terminals being located opposite the
folded portion; and

hermetically sealing the battery case sheet, including

sealing the area at the location of the electrode termi-
nals, thereafter purging gas from the battery case at an
unsealed location, and thereafter sealing the unsealed
location.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the unfolded
battery case form corresponds to a shape of the battery case.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the external
forces are applied using a deep drawing method.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
hermetically sealing is achieved using a thermal welding
method.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein at least a
portion of the curved portion of the battery case is not
thermally welded.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the asym-
metric part is located at one of the sides of the battery case
formed using the deep drawing method.

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising a
step of impregnating the electrode assembly with an elec-
trolyte.



